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 MINUTES 
 

Northrop Frye School 
Parent School Support Committee (PSSC) 

January 15, 2013 

Action Item/ 
Person Responsible 

In attendance 

Dana Barron, Andrea Boudreau, Kathy Chatterton (vice-principal), Lisa Dahib (co-chair), Sarah Johnson, Jocelyn Keech (co-
chair), Alana MacGregor, Tammy Orava, Tracey Redmond, Kim Silliker, Dianne West Breau, Tina Landry (principal). 
 
Regrets 
Peggy Flett, Melissa Belliveau 

Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting 
The minutes, as previously circulated by email, were reviewed.  The date was corrected to 
November 2012. 
 

 

Mrs. Brinson (Grade 1) - Presentation on Direct Learning 
Mrs. Brinson presented on successes with direct learning activities used by the grade 1 teaching 
team.  The team saw an enhancement in learning when dividing students into smaller groups to 
undertake activities tailored to the students' specific needs.  Pre and and post measures have 
demonstrated improvement in student learning outcomes using this technique.  Fall activities were 
centered on reading, while math will be the focus in the new year. 
 
It was noted that this type of learning scenario takes place in all grades throughout the school 
during the day. 
 
Update on  Communication with City of Moncton in Regards to Safety Concerns  
(school site – crosswalk, parking, etc.) 

As discussed at the previous meeting, the committee co-chairs contacted the City of Moncton to 
request a sidewalk on the North Side of Augusta Terrace.  This would assist with having pedestrians 
safely cross Ryan Street and make their way into the school yard, and potentially allowing for more 
school-related parking in the Magnetic Hill subdivision area.   
 
The letter generated several pieces of email correspondence between city councillors, Stephane 
Thibodeau from the city's engineering department and Aubrey Kirkpatrick at the district office. It 
was noted that the suggestions included in the PSSC co-chairs' letter would all have cost 
implications for either the city or the province.   The district has contacted BLC for a quote to install 
a sidewalk on the south side off the school driveway.  This will help in determining next steps.  
Installation of a sidewalk on the south side would allow pedestrians to cross Ryan Street from the 
south side of Augusta Terrace and continue down the school driveway crossing at the crosswalk 
that intersects the staff parking area.  With a safer crossing at the intersection of Ryan Street and 
Augusta Terrace, it is hoped that the adjacent neighborhood may be used for additional school-
related parking. 
 
Potential for alternate parking arrangements for daycare buses/vans to potentially ease parking 
congestion for after school pickup were discussed.  There is a potential for alternate parking 
arrangements for daycare busses to be instituted on a trial basis. 
 
Mrs. Landry noted that she would review contractors conditions for trucking away snow to reduce 
amount of parking spaces lost. 
 
DEC Input 
Angela Lawson, the District Education Council (DEC) member responsible for NFS, gave an overview 
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of the DEC responsibilities and strategic objectives.   

 
Part of the DEC responsibilities includes setting priorities for infrastructure projects.  The PSSC 
members agreed to correspond with the DEC to express their continuing concerns over the 
crosswalk and parking situations.  Correspondence should be submitted by the end of the week 
(January 18, 2013) .  It was noted that DEC meetings are open to the public and that all are 
welcome to attend. 
 
School Emergency Procedures 
Mrs. Landry provided an overview of the school emergency procedures. Contingencies exist for 
evacuation.  Emergency kits and class lists with contact information are ready for a variety of 
situations.  The School Connects system (call out system) can be used to notify parents if children 
are sent to safe location should evacuation from the school property be required.  School 
administrators are trained in threat assessment and system lock downs can be instituted once a 
threat has been identified. 
 
Mrs. Chatterton maintains the safety procedures regularly throughout the year and does regular 
information updates with the staff. 
  

 

Lisa Dahib, Jocelyn 
Keech, Dianne Breau 

 

Update on the School Improvement Plan (SIP) 
The staff continues to focus on the school improvement plan.  Input is being collected from 
teachers at all grade levels.  The staff are experiencing challenges with the online form (Infopath) 
that is being used to input information so progress in updating form has been slower than 
anticipated.  However,  staff are seeing success in achieving goals outlined in fall. 

 

Principal’s Summary Report 

Principal Tina Landry presented her report. The following activities are underway: 
 elementary intramurals – pin dodgeball for grades 3 and 4 students, 
 middle school indoor ball hockey intramurals, 
 basketball (girls and boys) underway,   
 elementary/middle school art club, 
 choir and band – preparing for music festival in April. 

 
The schedules for the girls and boys basketball teams will be posted on the school website in the 

near future. 
 
Doing the Right Thing – This program is now in place for grades K to 4.   Grade 4/5 playground 
helpers dressed in yellow vests pass out pink slips during recess as positive reinforcement for doing 
the right thing.  Pink slips are placed in envelope in child's classroom.  On Friday, one tag is drawn 
in each class.  The winner's photo is posted on a bulletin board and they are given a pencil stating 
“caught being good”.  A draft document explaining the program was distributed for PSSC feedback. 
 
 
If It Hurts, It's Wrong 
On-line tracking.  Last year, lanyards with tracking slips and pencils were used by staff to track 
playground incidents.  In discussing the program staff noted that re-instituting these slips would be 
useful as reminders to record incidents on-line.  Tracking is used for students from grades k to 8.  
Teachers can view list of students tracked in their grade level. A draft document for patients 
explaining the “If It Hurts, It's Wrong” program was distributed for review and feedback.  As well an  
information sheet on the STEP Program was distributed for (grade 6 to 8). 
 
Moncton RadioThon  
Theme days will be underway next week to raise money for The Moncton Hospital.  An 
announcement with further details will be sent to parents. 
 
Chat to the Future (Uganda) 
Students will have the opportunity to take part in a Skype call with the student from the Ugandan 
orphanage which is sponsored by NFS. 
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Continuing Projects  

 
 Positive Learning Environment policy –  As described in the school newsletter, staff has 

developed a draft Pyramid of intervention (consequences) for mild, moderate and severe 
behaviors. The next step will be adding the proactive strategies used at each tier.  

 A second round of AimsWeb and math screeners is ongoing for K-2 students. 
 Direct learning activities continue. 
 Planning is taking place to find solutions for the growing number of students expected to 

attend NFS next year.  This item was of concern to the PSSC parent members who 
expressed frustration with the ongoing nature of this issue.  The North End of the City of 
Moncton is one of the major growth areas of the province and overcrowding at 
neighborhood schools has been an ongoing issue for decades.  The parent members called 
for a permanent solution to this issue as changes to boundaries forcing students to switch 
schools has a major impact on both the students and their families. 

 Plexiglass has been installed in upper railing area to provide additional safety measures in 
the second floor seating area. 

 
Mrs. Landry provided information after the meeting to advise that Annette Fortin has stepped down 
from her role on PSSC.  The Committee would like to thank Annette for her efforts on the school's 
behalf.  
 
New Business   

 
Parents who have submitted their names as volunteers have spoken with PSSC members asking 
when they should expect to be contacted by the school.  Unfortunately, NFS does not yet have 
volunteer coordinator, however Mrs. Landry now has a database which will aid in distributing tasks 
to willing parents.  A link to an online form for volunteers, which will include all of the necessary 
safety checks to volunteer in the school environment, will be added to the school website in the 
near future. 
 

 

Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm 

 

Next Meeting 
Tuesday February 19, 2013 at 6:30 p.m., large art room. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dianne Breau 
Secretary 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


